REMARKS 



Claims 1 to 3, 5 to 13, 15, 17, 21, 23, 28, and 29 remain 
pending. Claims 14 and 22 have been cancelled. Claim 30 has 
been added. 

Claims 1 to 3, 5 to 7, 12 to 15, 17, and 21 to 23 have been 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 
58225004 as evidenced by English abstracts AN 100:126730 CA and 
JP58225004 . 

The rejection of claims 1 to 3, 5 to 7, 12, 13, 15, 17, and 
21, and 23 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) over JP 58225004 (abstract) is 
overcome for the reasons set forth below. 

Independent claim 1 patentably distinguishes over JP 
58225004 (abstract) . Independent claim 1 has been amended to be 
directed to a method for thickening of skin. Claim 1 has also 
been amended so that a composition having a soy extract, an alpha 
hydroxy acid, and a vehicle is applied to an area of the skin in 
need of thickening once or twice daily for 8 weeks or more. The 
abstract discloses cosmetics having a composition having 
isoflavone derivatives isolated from soybeans, lactic acid, and 
citric acid. The abstract does not disclose application to the 
skin for purposes of thickening it. The abstract also does not 
disclose application once or twice daily for 8 weeks or more. 
Application once or twice daily for eight weeks or more is 
important for effecting desired thickening of the skin. Thus, 
claim 1 cannot be anticipated by the abstract. 

Independent claim 13 patentably distinguishes over JP 
58225004 (abstract) . Claim 13 has been amended to be directed to 
a method for reducing susceptibility to, severity or duration of 
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bruising in perimenopausal or menopausal women. Claim 1 has also 
been amended so that a composition is applied to an area of a 
susceptible or affected area of the skin once or twice daily for 
8 weeks or more. The abstract does not disclose application to 
the skin for purposes of reducing susceptibility to, severity or 
duration of bruising in perimenopausal or menopausal women. The 
abstract also does not disclose application once or twice daily 
for 8 weeks or more. Application once or twice daily for eight 
weeks or more is important for effecting desired thickening of 
the skin. Thus, claim 13 cannot be anticipated by the abstract. 

The rejection of claims 14 and 22 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
over JP 58225004 (abstract) is moot since they have been 
cancelled. 

Claims 1, 12, 13, and 17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,824,702 to Wei 
(Wei) . 

The rejection of claims 14 and 22 under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 
over Wei is overcome for the reasons set forth below. 

Independent claim 1 patentably distinguishes over Wei. 
Independent claim 1 has been amended to be directed to a method 
for thickening of skin. Claim 1 has also been amended so that a 
composition having a soy extract, an alpha hydroxy acid, and a 
vehicle is applied to an area of the skin in need of thickening 
once or twice daily for 8 weeks or more. Wei discloses the 
application of genistein to the skin to inhibit UVR-induced 
damage. Wei does not disclose application to the skin for 
purposes of thickening it. The abstract also does not disclose 
application once or twice daily for 8 weeks or more. Application 
once or twice daily for eight weeks or more is important for 
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effecting desired thickening of the skin. Thus, claim 1 cannot 
be anticipated by Wei. Claim 12 is dependent on claim 1 and is 
likewise patentably distinct. 

Independent claim 13 patentably distinguishes over Wei. 
Claim 13 has been amended to be directed to a method for reducing 
susceptibility to, severity or duration of bruising. Claim 1 has 
also been amended so that a composition is applied to an area of 
a susceptible or affected area of the skin once or twice daily 
for 12 weeks or more. Wei does not disclose application to the 
skin for purposes of reducing susceptibility to, severity or 
duration of bruising. Wei also does not disclose application 
once or twice daily for 12 weeks or more. Application once or 
twice daily for 12 weeks or more is important for effecting 
desired reduction in susceptibility, severity, or duration of 
bruising of the skin. Thus, claim 13 cannot be anticipated by 
Wei. Claim 17 is dependent on claim 13 and is likewise 
patentably distinct. 

The rejection of claims 14 and 22 under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 
over Wei is moot since they have been cancelled. 

Claims 8, 9, and 29 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 58225004 as evidenced by 
English abstracts AN 100:126730 CA and JP58225004 as applied to 
claims 1 to 3, 5 to 7, 12 to 15, 17, and 21 to 23 above and 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,834,513 to Ptchelintsev et 
al. (Ptchelintsev). 

The rejection of claims 8, 9, 28 and 29 have been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 58225004 
(abstract) and further in view of Chajuss is not well taken for 
the reasons set forth above in the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 
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102(b). Since JP 58225004 (abstract) is not relevant to the 
invention of independent claims 1 and 13, combination of the 
abstract with Chajuss does not yield the invention of claims 8, 
9, 28 and 29. 

Claim 11 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP 58225004 as evidenced by English abstracts 
AN 100:126730 CA and JP 58225004 as applied to claims 1 to 3, 5 
to 7, 12 to 15, 17, and 21 to 23 above and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,871,743 to Chajuss (Chajuss). 

The rejection of claim 11 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 58225004 (abstract) and 
further in view of Chajuss is not well taken for the reasons set 
forth above in the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(b). Since JP 
58225004 (abstract) is not relevant to the invention of 
independent claim 1, combination of the abstract with Chajuss 
does not yield the invention of claim 11. 

Reconsideration of claims 1 to 3, 5 to 13, 15, 17, 21, 23, 
28, and 29 is deemed warranted in view of the foregoing, and 
allowance of said claims and new claim 30 is earnestly solicited. 
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